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Garlic mustard (Alliaria petiolata) is native to Europe, but has become invasive in forested regions
throughout the United States. Garlic mustard is a concern because of its ability to invade high quality
forests, form dense populations, and decrease abundance of native species. The evaluation of potential
biocontrol agents may result in the availability of Ceutorhynchus weevils for biocontrol. Accurate and
well-designed monitoring is essential to provide data as to the success of the biocontrol agents and the
status of the ecosystem. Monitoring data can be used to determine if the target species has been
reduced and if the native species are returning. Garlic mustard is a biennial and its populations can
vary from year to year. Early monitoring is necessary to accurately characterize the population before
biocontrol release. Two years of garlic mustard monitoring data from 12 sites has provided
information about garlic mustard population dynamics, a characterization of the plant communities
associated with garlic mustard, and a documentation of the low levels of herbivory currently found on
garlic mustard in Minnesota (USA). Pre-release monitoring is an important component of biocontrol
release.
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